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WHO AM I?

Hey there, my name is Jake Heading and I am the music director at CityLight
Church. I’m glad you are interested in finding out what these songs are about.

WHAT DO WE BELIEVE?

We really believe that the bible is true, it is the word of God. Therefore we believe
that we should sing songs that affirm the things in the bible. If this is done, songs
sung in church will be edifying, admonishing, good for teaching singable and
helpful to the congregation, as is scripture.

WHY WRITE JUSTIFICATIONS LIKE THIS?

We have done our best in writing these lyrics to make the meaning of the songs
crystal clear, but we can’t really footnote bible references in lyrics on the projector
screen on Sundays, (maybe we could—no—probably not, sigh...) but that’s okay. If
you are in a position to speak from the front at your church, you can say what the
song is about and prepare people to understand. If not, you can be informed
yourself and help others to understand.

QUICK SUMMARY

This song is about one of my favourite things about God, fundamental to both his
nature and our understanding of Him. It is a cause of much confusion and much
misunderstanding about God, it can be difficult to grasp and seem contradictory
(and you will see why). The subject is God’s transcendent-imminentness or you
could say, God’s far-closeness or you could say God is, with and above. There are
many things about God that are hard to understand, the fact that He can be outside
of time, but yet, Jesus steps into time. He is omnipresent, in all places, something
that we cannot possibly be and yet we can know Him personally, the same goes for
Him having all power and all knowledge. The song urges the singer to seek God,
through His Spirit, with the new heart’s desire found in the believer, we desire to
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see this great God praised, what great God? The one who is beyond us, amazing, in
a high and lofty place, but is also with us, came as a man, to serve and to save. The
song questions how this God can even be close to us, and answers that. Now we
understand what we are being brought into; this is not some religion for the benefit
of civil society, this is the eternal God in loving relationship, the trinity, we are
being invited into this love to live with him forever and so will sing these praises, I
hope this grows a sense of awe in the singers of this song as they realise that this
God is not just any God, this God is the true God.

Seek the Father, seek the Son Seek His Holy, will be done Through His Spirit’s,
helping power In our hearts, a new desire

Throughout the bible, believers in God are called to seek Him "Seek the LORD and
His strength; Seek His face continually. 1 Chronicles 16:11 and Colossians 3:1-2 If
then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. Of course, with a New Testament perspective we can
understand that God is three in one, we seek the Father, we seek the Son. We also
seek the completion of His will on earth, Matthew 6:10 "Your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” We do this, not through our own power,
but through the power of the Spirit enabling us to do it. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says
"And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this
comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.” Yes even our new desire comes from Him
and is in itself a gift and we should understand it this way.

To see Him praised, to see Him known To see His glory, on the throne To know His
love, to know His peace By every word, His Spirit breathed

This line of thought is continued, showing the new desires, that we have once we
come to know God. We know these things by His word that is written down 2
Timothy 3:16 "All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness.

God so lofty, so high above *Maker of the universe, * yet our Father draws so near
God is with us, our God is with us

Here we get to the chorus, which proclaims what I believe to be a great truth, one
that might be hard to swallow for many.
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Isaiah 15:57 says "For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place,” Pausing there for
a second, we could expect the verse to end here, I mean, this is God we are talking
about, and yet it continues "and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit,
to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.” And what I
would say here is that BOTH are important. God is both high, mighty and lofty, but
He is also with the contrite and lowly.

As a New Testament example see Paul’s great speech in Acts 17:24-25 "The God
who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not
live in temples made by man, nor is He served by human hands, as though He
needed anything, since He Himself gives to all mankind life and breath and
everything.” You see, God doesn’t need us, contrary to popular opinion, He is and
always has been perfectly fine without us and humanity will always struggle with
this, we so often want God to need us, but He doesn’t. In Acts 17:27 Paul continues
"Yet He is actually not far from each one of us”. Again, let’s not lean too hard on
either and understand them both to be true and both necessary. It’s the fact that
God is so transcendent and above us that allows Him to know each one of us, no
regular person could do this. Only one as powerful, one as above and far off as God
could be so close with so many.

From His presence, darkness runs Yet in His presence, I am beloved Not by my
merit, not for my praise But for His glory, my joy all days

I hope these lines will fill the singer with joy as they leave the mouth. God is light,
and in Him is no darkness at all. John 1:5. If you are like me, you are likely to often
not be like that, even when you try your hardest. Yet you are the beloved of God if
you know Him. It’s not because of anything that you have done, it’s not so that
anyone will think you are great, it’s all for His Glory, and this is our greatest joy —
that God would be glorified.

By His name, we are saved christ was raised, from death to life In our place was
sacrificed

This is really just an encapsulation of the gospel, we are saved by the name of
Jesus Christ as He was raised from death to life a sacrifice for us, but there is more,
as we will see in the next section.

God eternal, three in one Perfect love is, shared with us We will sing our song of
praise And live with Him for all our days
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Now because of what God has done, we have been invited into this perfect love
relationship with God, we share in it and now have eternity with God forever
because of this. Who is this God? Cue the chorus.


